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      As advertised in the Journal Herald newspaper, the Packer Township Supervisors held their regular monthly 

meeting on Wednesday, September 11, 2024 at the township building. Bob Selert called the meeting to order 

and roll call was taken. Terry Davis was absent.   

 

      The meeting was open to the floor. There were no comments. 

 

      Ordinances and Resolutions –None 

 

 

Old Business – Ochre Mill Road bridge replacement. Bob-A check is drafted to Lehigh Asphalt for the 

balance on the project. We are still finalizing our paperwork for the $100,000 grant that Senator Argall received. 

We have gotten approval for it.  

Fire Protection Agreement. Bob-Negotiations are ongoing.  

Bob-Trimming of trees along roadways is ongoing. 

 Grist Mill Drive roadwork. Bob talked with Mike Kukles at Carbon Engineering regarding the engineer-

ing estimates we had secured last year for the grant. We did get a $100,000 LSA grant. Upon further review, the 

pipe at Jim Dietrich’s was quite expensive for the project and part of that is because they need a bigger concrete 

culvert box with the wing walls. It has to all be just about done from scratch and the big issue there is the per-

mitting that is required because of the size of the watershed. That being said, Mr. Kukles was instructed to do 

the engineering request so that we can get bids back for all the rest of the pipes. Susie-There is paperwork for 

that too. Bob-The estimates for the rest of that, if we take off the $96,000 for the end of Wallace Way, that gives 

us a total of approximately $124,000. I last talked to Mike Wednesday. In our discussions we wanted to have 

the RFPs out by the middle of September so that we can have the bids back by the October meeting so we can 

vote to award the bids. It will probably be done in two stages depending on the weather. We are going to give 

them until June 1
st
 to get the project completed. Terry-That is for all the pipes on Grist Mill except the one at 

Wallace Way.  

Bob-The depositor for the General and Park Funds was changed to Mauch Chunk Trust and we are work-

ing on closing the Truist Accounts. Stephanie-I need to change over the automatic payments and then a Super-

visor will need to call or go into a branch to close the accounts.  

Bob-Anybody who has driven around the building has seen the hot asphalt box behind the truck. We are 

waiting for inspections on the truck, which is expected at the end of the week. The hot asphalt box is operation-

al. We expect to use it in the coming weeks.  

 

New Business – Bob-Procedures and requirements to hold events at the park. Are we going to take some-

body’s model and follow that? Because right now, anybody can go up there and use it. Anything that happens 

there our insurance is going to cover us but we need to protect ourselves a little bit more. Susie asked were you 

able to find anything out about it. Stephanie said she found out from the insurance company that Corey Gerhart 

should find out if the organization can provide their liability certificate. Since he is doing this as an individual to 

raise funds to go on the trip to help the organization he says he doesn’t think he’d be able to get something from 

them. He would get the certificates of insurance from the vendors, such as bounce houses or if he were to have 

pony rides. If only the vendors provided the liability insurance certificates, Packer Township still needs to be 

listed as an additional insured. However, even if they do that, since it is on the Township land, it wouldn’t stop 

anyone from suing the Township. The individual would have to buy a special events policy with liability and a 

rider for alcohol liability whether alcohol is sold, donated or BYOB and that also needs to list the Township as 

an additional insured. If no certificate is provided there is still coverage but it would fall back on the Township 

and could increase insurance costs. Bob asked Stephanie if she had talked to Corey about this. She had. Bob 

continued to say that part of that also says that in your discussions with our insurance they want us to make 

some individual get an event insurance to cover them for liability and serving alcohol. That being said do we 

need an ordinance to govern stuff that is happening there at the park? Atty. Yurchak-I don’t know if you need 

an ordinance, at least a resolution or policy. Bob-Can you draw something up? We want to cover ourselves but 
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we want to make it mandatory that like if Corey is going to do this or any other individual wants to hold an 

event there, especially if they are going to have alcohol. Susie-Could they still come back on the Township if 

something would happen? Atty. Yurchak-Anybody can sue anybody for anything but it doesn’t mean they are 

going to win. The answer is yes, you can be sued but that doesn’t mean they are going to get anything. The idea 

with the event license is that we would be named as an additional insured under that particular insurance policy. 

Susie-And if there is alcohol he has to get the permit for it. Atty. Yurchak-Yes, he has to get a special event 

permit from the LCB and the event should be listed on the insurance. Susie-That might be a hard thing to get as 

an individual. They might have to go under a church or something.  

Bob-We had some people with their garbage bills that were quite high. Some of them were a few years 

old. We’ve had success with the magistrates office. They are given 30 days to pay it and if not we send the con-

stable out. We did get checks for $1606, $902 and $6,617.93 and one for $913 so pass the word along. When 

the constable was there to assess his personal property, one resident asked if the Township would take $200 

monthly payments. No, we want it all. Thank you for writing the letters for the 2 quarters past due. Atty. 

Yurchak-Ten more letters just went out. Bob-One we are having a problem with. Their mortgage has been fore-

closed on. Liens are in place so that whenever they go to settlement, we are going to get our money.  

 

Correspondence-Elaine Gerhard Blaine donated $100 towards expenses for putting up and taking down the 

Hometown Hero Banners. A thank you letter is being sent.  

 

 Bob Selert made a motion to approve the treasurer’s report and Susie Gerhard seconded the motion. Terry 

Davis agreed. Vote 3-0 

        

 Bob Selert made a motion to sign and approve the checks drafted Susie Gerhard seconded the motion and 

Terry Davis agreed. Vote 3-0  

 

Valerie Saveri, Grant Coordinator, Carbon Coundy Commissioners Office, requested to meet the 

Supervisors as she will be working to procure funding for the needed repairs of County Bridge #4 located on 

Grist Mill Drive. The meeting occurred on August 27
th

.  Valerie explained that the bridge is #4 out of five on the 

list but she is going to try to get it moved up. If we wait for the PennDOT multi-modal transportation funds, it 

will be 2028. The County is seeking alternative funding. The estimated cost replacement on that is $3.5 million. 

The Township will provide letters of support to seek grants for this project. The fire company has sent a letter 

The school district, Lehighton Ambulance and the garbage company will be contacted to provide letters of 

support as well. 

    

Bob Selert made a motion to adjourn the meeting and Susie Gerhard seconded the motion. Terry Davis agreed. 

Vote 3-0   

 

The meeting was adjourned at 6:17 p.m. A total of 4 residents attended the meeting. 

 

Respectfully submitted,  

Stephanie Stolpe 

Packer Township Secretary/Treasurer 


